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EXISTING AND EXPECTED EQUALITY 9

the rights of persons as persons, and, after many
vicissitudes, reappearing in the modern State,
which does not, like the ancient State, consist of a
central class of freemen with a penumbra of slaves,
but includes all and every of the individuals who
occupy its territory ; we should be carried back to
Judaism with its one personal God requiring the
obedience of every person whether freeman or
slave, and to Christianity, which recognizes all
men as sons of God and as beings of immortal
worth, thus stamping every man, even the lowest,
with individuality and infinite worth; we should
be led along the history of Christendom, and
should see, even in the darkness of the Middle
Ages, and even in the monastery with its emphasis
on the salvation of the individual and its disre-
gard of earthly rank and station, a prolonged
insistence on the worth of every person ; we should
follow the course of the Protestant Reformation
with its doctrine of justification by the faith of the
individual ; we should perceive the influence of the
Church holding its belief in the value of every
person, upon the State emerging into democracy.
There is no dispute about all this. The essential,
even the infinite worth of every individual, is the
assumption of Christianity from the first until now.
The inclusion of every individual and his right to
protection and freedom is the assumption of de-

































20 INEQUALITY AND PROGRESS

are found in those who are grouped together in the
modern nations. The next section is occupied
with consideration of types produced by social
selection and by heredity, and will be followed by
criticism of certain social theories which are popu-
lar, and by definite indication of the actual condi-
tions of progress.















TYPES AND SOCIAL SELECTION 25

There may be no conflict at all with other animal
societies. Sustenance is gained and reproduction
proceeds without molestation. Much has been
made of this animal altruism as a simulation, at
least, of human altruism.

But there is another stage of human evolution
along lines of progress or of retrogression, a stage
higher than the struggle of individuals for exist-
ence, higher than the struggle of groups with one
another, and higher than the mutual dependence of
gregariousness. This stage or method is charac-
terized as social selection. It is a process work-
ing within each group and in the intermixture of
groups. It is not a process of conflict but of com-
bination by means chiefly of reproduction and
heredity. A French professor, Monsieur de La-
pouge,! specifies various kinds of social selection,
— sexual, military, political, legal, economie, moral,
and religious. For example, a Norwegian marries
a German. The marriage is not for self-defense
in the struggle for existence. It is determined by
many circumstances which have brought the two
persons together, and by personal predilections
which are as little understood as they are ‘com-
monly observed. The Norwegian might have mar-
ried another Norwegian, the German might have
chosen another German. But they marry, and

1 Les Sélections Sociales. Q. Vacher de Lapouge.












TYPES AND SOCIAL SELECTION 29

cephalic, the decadence of the modern nations of
Southern Europe to the large proportion of brachy-
cephalic persons. It is not necessary to exhibit
these statistics in detail, nor to accept all the con-
clusions which have been drawn from them. But
it is unquestionable that these various kinds of
social selection, which are largely beyond the con-
trol of individuals, create and modify types, and
that agencies so various signify an endless variety
of types. As evidently, we cannot but be incred-
ulous concerning superficial methods of change
which are expected to obliterate types in a com-
mon equality. These subtle yet powerful agencies
can be recognized in part after they have done
their work, but cannot be deflected nor arrested to
any great degree by the persons who are them-
selves the necessary consequences of these irresist-
ible forces. Beside racial and national influences
the education of this or that individual, an educa-
tion directed by those who are products of the
same causes, is thought by Lapouge to have only
an infinitesimal effect. He takes, I think, too
small account of education. The lack of such in-
tellectual attainment and discipline as are possible
to each individual is almost fatal. Education
gives the increment which makes the difference
between success and failure in the common envi-
ronment. But he does show that other and more






























ECONOMIC EQUALITY A CHIMERA 89

through the power of democracy, and by the ap-
plication of ethical principles to economic produc-
tion and distribution, there will come, not the dead
level of economic equality, but a larger co6pera-
tion and the constant betterment of all classes.
But it is time to turn from speculations concern-
ing an impossible economic equalizing to demands
which are directed to another form of equality
under the existing system as it may be modified.


















































































































































































































ARISTOCRACY AND DEMOCRACY 109

tics, would certainly not be diminished. Such is
the aristocracy to which historical development
seems to point. Both Church and State have made
considerable advances toward the realization of this
idea of a personal élite, by bestowing position and
influence according to the degree of personal tal-
ent and efficiency without regard to birth and
possession.” 1

It follows, with many other conclusions, that
those who are capable of great service should not
shun it from fear of criticism or of lack of appre-
ciation, nor because high office has been degraded
by unworthy occupants. We may sympathize with
but cannot applaud the choice of Ulysses to be a
private citizen, the lot he would have taken if he
had had the first instead of the last choice.

1 The Forum, August, 1897,







































122 INEQUALITY AND PROGRESS

which is appointed you;” to soldiers, representing
the employed, “ Extort from no man by violence,
neither accuse any one wrongfully, and be content
with your wages ; ” and to all classes, “ Bring forth
fruits worthy of repentance.”

NotE. — The statement on page 114 that the majority of
workingmen are not envious of the wealthy may perhaps be
questioned in view of the large number who are members of
Trade Unions. But their object is simply to obtain fair
wages, to receive the share to which they are fairly entitled.
They understand perfectly that large capital in the hands of
a few is the necessary condition of good wages.





































































THE PROGRESSION OF IDEALS 145

gression of his own true and right ambitions.
Professor Jowett, after he was sixty years old, fre-
quently said that he was always making fresh
beginnings. “I always seem to be beginning life
again, and may I ever seem to be beginning life
again until the end! I have always the feeling
that I have lost so much time that I can never
have a holiday. I trust that during the last ten
years I may work only from the highest motives.”
Among various maxims to be followed on the ap-
proach of age, by a man of sixty years, one is:
“ He may truly think of the last years of life as
the best, and of every year as better than the last,
if he knows how to use it.” 1

1 Life and Letters, vol. ii. pp. '19, 111,

























































164 INEQUALITY AND PROGRESS -

From first to last this essay has been simply an
illustration of that variety which gives the harmo-
nious, sympathetic, and mutually helpful unity of
men.
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